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8 27 HAD. one Day cutertaine 
IL en with the new Tranl- 
e latien of Telemacbus with 


a N of fert Reflec- 
Tong with relation to both the Syſtem 
of Goyernment, 2nd. the Abſurdity of the 
Ancients in their Religious Notions. I 


diſcovered, L thought, in the Author, an 


inexh uſtible Fund of Piety, Humanity, 
and Probity; who has, under a poetical 


Fiction, lain down, infallible Rules to make 


a Prince and People happy, if they would 
practiſe his Maxims; though I fear we may 
rather with than hope to ice either Gover- 
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. nors, Miniſters or Subjects, get ſo great an 
Aſcendant over their reſpective Paſſions, 
as to make the Publie Good the principal 
End of their Schemes and Actions; not- 
. | withſtanding the Reward in this Life, of 
an uninterrupted | Calm, and Peace of | 
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ſcience : and that much greater of eternal | 
Happineſs in the Life to come, proiniſed —_ 
to the Virtuous. 

.In reading the Notes, which refreſhed 
my Memory, and recalled ſeveral par ticu- 
lars, L had in a great Meaſure forgot, 1 
thought, notwithſtanding the many ab- 
ſurd Fables, mixed in with the Theology 
of the Heathens, that I perceived ſome- 
what of a divine Light, with Regard to 
future Retributions, which evinces the 

Immortality of the Soul, a received Truth 
that none doubted, even in thoſe Times 
of palpable Darkneſs: This Reflection led 
me gradually to others, and brought me 
to that of the Difference between the 
Profeſſion and Practice of the Chriftians, 
which appeared to 'me more monſtrouſly 
abſurd, than any of the Fables of the 5 

Poets. | 
Wars I was in Bed, the fame Nele. 
tions recurred, and employed my Mind, 

till 1 fell aſleep; I then fancied myſelf 
with Telemachus, making a Viſit to the 

| 1 Realms 
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Realms of Pluto. Entering into the 
Ferry-Boat, old Charon asked me, what 


Buſineſs I had there, who was a living 


Mortal? and thruſt me radely back, but 


took in my Companion; faying, this 
Prince, though you perceive it not, is 
guided by the Goddeſs of Wiſdom, who 
penetrates the Depths of Hell, though 
ſhe reſides in the higheſt Part of Heaven, 


or more properly, fills thoſe Manſions 


of the Bleſſed: *Tis ſhe that has con- 
ciliated the Pavour and Prote&ion of the 
Gods to this young Greek, and has pro- 
cured his Paſſage. But, who art thou? 
Saying this, he put off, and I remained 
quite diſconſolate, on the gloomy Bank. 
Ox a tudden, I found myſelf environed 
by a Number infinite of Shades who view- 
ed me as ſomething monſtrous. One of the 
Croud looking me earneſtly in the Face, 


called me by my Name, and asked, What 


brought me thither ? 1 immediately knew 
him to be my old Friend D u, and 
inſtead of anſwering his Queſtion, I made 
him another, to wit, How he came to be 
on that Side Styx, ! That, faid he, is no- 
thing wonderful; there are few Poets who 
have Money to pay the Paſſage: I was 
not one of the happy few, and Charon 
denies to let me over, though I am told, 
my Remains were interr'd with great 

A 2 | Pomp, 


Pomp, by a certain Nobleman, who would 
not have given me Sixpence for a Mutton- 
Chop, had I, while on Far th, been ſtarving. 
Surpriſing! Said I. Why he has given 
you a Monument. No, no, replied my 
Friend, the Monument was ſor himſelf, 
not me: His pompous Funeral, made for 
Da, was ſo much Money ſacrificed to his 
own Vanity. But prithee, What Poets 
have you in England? Two, ſaid I, one 
by Nature, one 45 Patent. I find then, 
anſwered he, my Country is in a flouriſh- 
ing Condition; there is no greater Proof 
of Affluence in a State, than the Scarcity 
of Poets. We, replicd I, happen to be an 
Exception to that Rule of judging: Wit 
has been, for theſe laſt twenty Vears, as 
induſtriouſly ſuppreſs'd, as our Trea—8 
tooliſhly laviſh'd. e 
A ſowre-look'd Shade, at my Elbow, 
v hom I knew for D—s the Snarler, im- 
mediately cryed I find you are ſome Anti- 
Courticr, who being too worthleſs to get 
an Employment, rail at the Government, 
and lay every Thing, even a Sterility of 
Wit, at the Door of a Miniſter. But 
prithee Friend, who is that ſame Poet by 
Nature you mentioned ? What's his Name ? 
Where does he live? What are his Works? 
You have not, faid I, left us ſo long, as to 
be ignorant of ; what you ask, without ee 


RE bo 
Toft your 8 when you put off your 
Body. Li be hanged, replied he, if this 
Fool does not mean that crooked Dilciple, 
that loufy, ignorant, papiſtical, tatterde- 
mallion Poetaſter who lives at 7 m. 
 Sirrah, Sirrah, I haye a great Inclination to 
ſtrip the Skin over your Ears for having 
the g adac to aſſert that Fellow is a 
Poet, after I have made, by my Criticiſms 
on his Homer, ſo evidently appear his 
Ignorance: You Villain you, that Raſcal 
never was once guilty of Wit, and is at 
beſt, but a ſcurvy Tranſlator. Though he 
had the help of ſome ingenious Men of 
Learning, took monſtrous Liberties and 
met with unmerited Encouragement, yet 
the Booby, from an over-bearing Self-ſuffi- 
_ ciency, and a Fondnels for Jingle, could 
not make Uſe of the Advantages. He is 
a paultry Pretender, and his Book ought 
to be burnt by the Hangman, for he has 
endeavoured by it, to introduce Popery. 
He has made Agamemnon a rank Papiſt, 
aſſerting, that Kings are accountable to 
God atone. Know, Coxcomb, if there 
is a Sterility of Wir, it ought not to be 
attributed to the Adminiftration, but to 
my being no longer among the living, to 
teach them how to judge of what is, and 
what is not Wit: For want of this true 
Taſte, Men of Wit are in Obſcurity and 


Un- 
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unknown, they wont expoſe their Re- 
putations by giving their Works up to 
the Cenſure of the ignorant Multitude: 
The A , though Wit may be their 
+ Bane, cannot ſuppreſs it; for like Virtue, 
Creſcit ſub pondere, thus *tis plain, you 
are an illiterate, malicious Detractor, and 
rail at your Superiors, for their being ſo. I 
am not aſtoniſhed, laig I, at this Torrent 
of ill Language, you were always a foul- 
 mouth'd . You lye you Dog, reply'd 
D——s, I appeal to all the World and 
to my Writings, if ever I abuſed any one 


in them: I hope calling Perſons by their 


right Names, can't be called abuſive 
Language, As I hope to be ſaved 
At this Word, a Shade near us fell a laugh- 
ing. What, ſaid Ds, does the Monkey 
grin at? Why you unmannerly, louſy, 
knitty, kennel-raking, drop-gallows W help, 
did I come hither to be laugh'd at? 
Prithee, anſwered the Shade, who can for- 
bear to hear a Critic kx. — Nay, a Pſeudo- 
critick, and ſcurvy Poetaſter, talk of be- 
ing faved. No, no, Friend, Heaven ad- 
mits no Venomous Animals, and had al- 
ways the Gates barr'd againſt Envy and 
Calumny. The Expreſſion, As I hope 
to be ſaved, would not be more ridiculous 
in the Mouth of a Marſbal's-Court At- 
torney, O! ho! cried , you are a 

Jacobite 


05). 


Jacobite Tam ſure; an ill-bred, Super- 
cilious Carper, and I will teach you better 
Manners Sirrah. Saying this, he clinched 
his Fiſts, and was going to flie upon the 
Shade that had provoked him, when. Tom 
Bro! interpoſed. | I Will, ſaid he, have 
no fighting. - Blows may be convincing 
Arguments with the Perſon who receives 
them ; but they give the Bye-ſtanders no 
Manner of Opinion of the Cauſe, with- 
out it is a bad one. I haye heard all the 
Diſcourſe, and if you, Mr. D—s, will 
ſuffer Reaſon to be more prevalent with 
you than Paſſion, will deliver my Senti- 
ments on what has paſſed. That Gentle- 
man there, who is come hither with his 
portable Jail, is you muſt know, a ſorry 
Poet, and as he himſelf wants Wit, will 
allow nobody elſe to have it, or he would 
not ſay, while C—&d and P——e are alive, 
that there is a dearth of Wir. Ten 
are, laid D. s,.a fine Judge indeed, 
to lug in P—e tor an Example. You 
have ſtrengthen'd the Gentleman's Af- 
ſertion, I beg his Pardon, and am of his 
Opinion as to the Fact, though I deny 
the Cauſe. 

I interrupt no one, replied Tom, and ill 
bear. with Interruption. I ſay, while C—4 
P——e, t are on Earth. O Laud! 
Laud ! cry'd D—=s, t. Hark ye, 

aid 
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ſaid Tom, if you interrupt me again, I. will 
throw half a dozen Puns in your Teeth, 
or ſet Purcel or Swan on your Back. 
At theſe Words he groan'd inwardly, bit 
his Lips, and with Terror in his Counte- 
nance, flip'd away into the Croud, and left 
Tom to proceed, who: was going to reſume 
his Diſcourſe, when an old crazy Shade, 
came into the Circle, and prevented him, 
by crying, I have heard here is a Mortal 
or two come among us: has any one of 
you heard how. Stocks go? What are 
South-Sea, India and Bank at? Prithee, 
{aid another, what have we to do with 
Stocks? I would know what is of much 
greater Importance. I hear we have en- 
ter'd into a War with Hain: Have we 
got Poſſe ſſion of the Indies? How has the 
War been carried on? 
Wx have not, ſaid I. an Inch of 1 
in the Indies more than we had; a Son of 
Spain enjoys the Crown we placed on his 
Head, and the War has been managed with 
ſuch political Skill, that our Merchants 
are moſt of them broke. 

Fox the Merchants, replied the Shade, 
tis no great Matter, they never-lov'd my 
Patron Sir 1 hope you left him 
well, and that he dull keeps his Foot on 
the Neck of his Enemies. Well, if we 
have got nothing in the Indies, Sir 
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has his Reaſons for it. The Engliſh, if 
rich, are ſaucy ; if poor, humble. Sir 
— is a profound Politician. If the 
People were not kept poor, Votes 2 
not be purchaſed, conſequently a P 
would grow untractable, and the Pony 
of the M r be reduced to a Shadow. 
Men muſt be kept dependant, and that 
they cannot be, if they are ſuffered to 
grow rich. As to Don C——s, to en- 
deavour to pull him down, would be aQ- 
ing inconfiſtently, and owning we did 
wrong in ſetting him up. Well, Be 
great Man! We have got his Enemy a - 
mong us; Nick is as full of Venom as 
ever. Pack Toad ! he wrought hard to 
ruin his only Prop; could he have ſuc- 
ceeded, and removed my Patron, who 
was an inexhauſtible Source for his Papers, 
the poor Rogue muſt have ſtarved; but 
—— the Malecontents are a Parcel of 
ſad Dogs; they don't ſee the Length of 
their Noſes. Pray, Sir, at your Return, 
give the Free Britoy's Duty to his Ho- 
nour. Your moſt obedient, | Saying this 
he went off. 
T looked round me for my old Friends 
D „ and Tom B, but they were 
vaniſhed. On a i1dden came up to me a 
Lay-Brother, and asked me, what Year 
of the Lord it was? I told him. Oh; 
| ſaid he, I need not then ask you, who 
fills the Throne of Great-Britain, Well, 


-- Was 
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was not the inconceivable Turn of Affairs 


exactly as 1 foretold it? Pray, Sir, ſaid I, 


your Name, and what Turn do you mean? 
My Name, replied he, is Nzxon; I am 
that Prophet who foretold what muſt un- 
doubtedly have happened two Years ſince. 
Then, Sir, ſaid I, you are a very falle 
Prophet, for nothing extraordinary hap- 
pened at the Time you mention; and 
your Predictions are as much exploded a- 
mong us, as the Religion of. Mahomet - 
None but Fools ever gave the leaſt Credit 
to them, and even they are now aſhamed 
of their former Credulity. 1 —4 over- 
heard what I had ſaid, and coming up, bid 
me mind nothing that Fool and Madman 
blurted out, for he was the ſtanding Jeſt 
of all the Shades. HearKk'ye,, in your 
Ear, how goes Religion with you? I fa 
the Champion of the Trinitarians when 
he croſſed the Styx, but he looked very 


gruffly upon me. Who, ſaid I, do you 


mean? Why, anſwered he, the Jacobite 
Leſley. I would have entered into Dit- 
courſe with him, but he would not vouch- 
ſafe to give me a Hearing, 5——#4, who 
lately arrived, tells me, that the greater 
Part of the Nation are converted to Deiſm; 


Reaſon prevails, Prieſtcraft ſubſides; that 


the Deiſts are the grand Bulwark of the 
Ke dk, and *r ü kuu xx; 
that Reaſon has, though with much Strug- 
gle, knocked off the Fetters, and the 

| | | N 
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N 1 prevails over the p——d r——d 
S. — m. What a glorious Liberty ob- 
rained ! what a Load are the People freed 
from! Reaſon indulges, Reveal'd Religion 
mortifies. Does a Man, two or three, 
ſtand between me and Preferment, my 
Reaſon tells me, a Dole of Rar :-Bane 
will remove them; and 'tis Folly not to 
take Care of myſelf from a fooliſh Scruple 
of ſhortening their Days, who muſt ne- 
ceſſarily die, and they will, when dead, 
Find no Difference, whether they dy'd on 
this Day, or a hundred Years hence. Rea- 
ton, you thus ſec, ſupports and juſtifies 
the Gratification of our Paſſions; it is 
given to guide us both in religious and 
worldly Affairs, and to curb or direct the 
Paſſions, at ſuch Times only, that they 
would vilibly, according to natural Con- 
ſequences, puſh us of to what may be de- 
trimental. As for Example: Did I live 
under a Tyrant, ſich a one as NERO, Sc. 
Reaſon will tell me, I ſhould do a com- 
mon Good to take him off; bur then it 
will at the ſame Time ſugge Mt to me, that 
whatever private, as well as public Grie- 
vances, may ſtimulate me to deſtroy a 
Monſter, I ought to curb my Paſſion, and 
conſult my own Safety, and not make an 
Attempt which may ſerve to ſecure him, 
and muſt infallibly fall upon my own Head. 
Reaſon, whatever Inclinations 1 have to 
break through the Laws, will always re- 
5. monſtrate 
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T 
monſtrate to me the Conſequences, and 
thus get the better of my Propenſity, by 


the Danger I ſhould incur of having, as 


the Proverb ſays, Sowre Sauce to my ſweet 
Meat. Pray, Sir, ſaid I, did your Rea- 
ſon ever ſuggeſt to you an After-Reckon- 


ing? Or, has your Reaſon put you into 


the Paths of an eternal Happineſs, pro- 
miſled by Religion? As to an After- 
Reckoning, replied he, it is the Voice of 
Nature, and the greateſt Barbarians in 
Africa, even that Species in human Shape, 
the Hottentots, believe it; but whether 
I am in the Path you mention, is a Que- 
ftion I ſhall not be able to anſwer, till J 
have got ori the other Side the River : for 
here we are in a State which I may term 
dormant, we are neither happy nor wretch- 
ed, and have a Sort of a Philoſophical In- 
dolence, as to what will become of us 
when over the Ferry, which prevents our 
being anxious. A whole Groupe of Shades 
were very. attentive to this Diſcourſe, when 
a Shade, which repreſented a fat comely 
Man drew near, at the Sight of him, the 
reſt ſeemed to be ſtruck "with a Terror, 
which at the ſame Time ſpoke Abhor- 


rence and Contempt, and ente all 
took to Flight. 


As ſoon as this Shade approached me, 
he ſaid, is there any Treatment more cruel 
than thus to avoid a Man for his Virtue, 
by which the Life of a great Prince was 

preſeryee, 
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8 and the Deſolation of a whole 
| Kingdom averted : I wiſh I could get a 
Paſlage croſs the Ferry, for the Devils 
themſelves are better than no Company. 
Jam now in a Condition ten Times worte 
than when I was on Earth; for tho' I was 
there ſhunned and abhorred by all, who 
piqued themſelves on being Men of Honour, 


tho' Heaven knows how unjuſt their Con- 


tempt and Hatred were, yet I would, even 
in that fallen State, converſe with ſome 
Foot-Soldiers of the Guard, and with ſuch 
of the Liyery. as were out of Place, and 
glad of a Dinner. On my looking him 
earneſtly in the Face, I knew him to be 
Captain P 7. You were not, ſaid I, 


thus ſhunned and abhorred for faving the 


Life of the great Prince you mention, but 


for endeayouring to deprive him of it; 
your Informations had no Regard but to 
your own Security, that of the Monarch 
was never deſigned by you; but when you 
law your Plot diſcovered, and that you 
would, in all Probability, meet the Reward 
of a Traytor, your Cowardice made you 
ſacrifice the Lives of your Accomplices, to 
ſave your own. On ſaying this, I turned 
my Back on, and made the beſt of my 
Way from, him. 
ON a ſudden I fancy'd myſelf, by ſome 
Inviſible Agent, tranſported to the Bank, 
on the other Side Styx, where I heard ſuch 
a Noiſe of Chains, Laſhings of Whips, in- 
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(14) 
termixed with dreadful Shrieks ; and was 
inveloped in ſuch Clouds of Sulphureous 


Smoak, that I was in the greateſt imagi- 
nable Conſternation. A Devil, with a 


fierce Countenance, advanced to meet me; 


when he was pretty near, he ſmiled, and 
ſaid, I find you are a privileged Mortal, 


follow me, 1 will gratify that Curioſity 


which brought you to theſe lugubrous 
Realms of unrelenting Pluto. This Quar- 
ter is that of Proſtitutes. Here J heard a 
poor Wretch cry out, as a Devil was jerk- 


ing him with a Cat-oft-nine-tails, alas! I 


could not be heard; Minos would allow 


me neither Counſel, nor Time for my De- 


tence, or I could have proved, that I have 
not deſerved to be thus cruelly tortured : 


that —— Why, you foul-mouth'd Raſ- 


cal, cried a Devil who ſtood, and ſquirted 
a Syringe of boiling Ink down his Throat, 
to {top his Mouth, do you arraign the 
Juſtice of the Court? Sirrah, you are not 
condemned by Inuendo's, by train d Con- 
ſtructions put on Words, by joining one 
Part of a Period to Part of another; 

miſrepreſent your Senſe, and give * 
Words that, in which, a Court would have 


them underſtood : ; your Works appeared 


and witneſſed againit you, and you were 


farther convicted by the Teſtimony of your 


own Conſcience. How many noble Fami- 
lies have you calumniated ? What Seditions 
have you not endeayoured to ſtir up by 

: / your 
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your malicious Libels, when prompted by 
Revenge, and the Ditappointment of your 
vainly grounded Hopes? What Rank could 
lecure any from the Inveteracy of your 
Pen, and the Malice of your Heart? Have 
you not vilify d crowned Heads, and aimed 
at dethroning Kings, by endeavouring to 
make them appear mean and contemptible 
in the Eyes of their Subjects? On the o- 
ther Hand, what Vice have you not, by 
torturing your Wit, endeavoured to cover 
over with the Cloak of Virtue, for your 
Lucre? Has not a Penfion made you an 
Advocate for Folly, Avarice, Luft, the 
greateſt Abuſes, and the moſt wicked, as 
well as abſurd Meaſures? Has not your 
private Intereſt made you juſtify Schemes 
calculated to the impoverithing and enſla- 
ving even your own Country, that you 
might ſhare in the Plunder (as indeed you 
did in Proportion to your Meauneſs) of a 
harrais'd People? 'Tis true, you did not 
bring on the Deſolation you aimed at, which 
is to be attributed to your Incapacity, not 
to your want of Good-will ; your Intenti- 
on was not a whit leſs villainous. You 
may poſlibly object, that your Patron and 
you had no Views of involving your Coun- 
try in a Civil War. I allow it; your 
Patron hoped gradually ſo to drain the Pur- 
{es, and break the Spirits of the People, 
that he might clap the Yoke of Slavery a- 
bout their N 1160 before they perceiyed his 
1 


libell'd good Men, I never 


(16) 


| Drift, and that they would tamely receive 


it; but if you were a Couple of Fools in 
giving into ſuch an idle Notion, if you 
could read Men no better, if you were ſo 


ignorant of Hiſtory, as to imagine a free 


People would tamely part with their Li- 
berties; that a wile Nation could be bam- 
boozled, and not fee through your De- 
figns, or could be lull'd to fleep by ſuch a 
weak venal Orator, was your Villainy the 
lets : Here another Author, who was 


under the ſame Diſcipline, cried out, all 


muſt allow that Fellow's Sentence juſt, but 
I never meddled with State-Affairs, I ne- 
ver was an Advocate for Injuſtice, I never 


your 'Tongue, you Goat, faid 'the Devil, 
ou are a very innocent. Dog, no 
doubt, and arc unjuſtly ſentenc d, III war- 
rant you ? What, it's no Crime to endea- 


your to deitroy all Chaſtity, to debauch the 
Youth of a Nation by the luſcious Ob- 


ſcenity of your Writings; to perſuade the 


Girls that Virtue is no more than Diſcre- 


tion to conceal their Intrigues from the 
World, and that they are all virtuous while 


they have the Art to manage their Amours 


ſo that they do not incur Cenſure to en- 


deavour to turn Religion into Ridicule, as 
mere Prieſtcraft, and to tell young People, 


that Heaven would never have given them 
Paſſions, and inhibite the Gratification of 
them, which would have been a Cruelty 


not 


Hold 
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not conſiſtent with the Attributes of the 


Almighty, and thus made the Goodneſs 


of God an Argument for the Propagation 
of Whoring. What, you have been fal ſly 
accuſed of debauching firſt the Minds, next 
the Bodies, and in Conſequence ruined the 


Souls of innocent young Girls, whom you 


have deluded and given them up to Povyer- 
ty and Shame, which brought them to the 
fatal Neceſſity of proſtituting themſelves 
for Bread, and thus of damning their Souls 
(which but for you might have been eter- 
nally happy) to prolong a wretched Life? 

ou have never, by your Debaucheries, 
cauſed Diviſions in Families of Note, and 
under the Mask of Friendſhip, firſt by 
your Writings, next by your Solicitations, 
ruin'd the Wife or Daughter of your Friend, 
made his Life a Hell upon Earth, and 
brought Deſtruction on a Family, which, 
but for you, had lived regularly and hap« 
pily? Poor Innocent! you made a pious ule 
of your Eſtate, as well as of your Pen, by 
debauching, with your damnable Doctrine, 
and the Weight of your Purſe, meer Chil- 
dren, inſtead of relieving the Wants of the 
Poor, for whom you were no more than a 
Steward? Sirrah, you have uſurped upon 
our Office, and ſuch as you have left the 


Devil of Luft no Buſinefs. Said I to my 
Guide, I find we are got among Authors, 
and you told me this was the Quarter of 


Proſtitutes. 1985 replied he, do you li- 
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mit the Word to common Women only ? 
Is not the Man, who proſtitutes his Con- 
ſcience and Wit, on whatever Motive, a 

Proftitute ? The unhappy Wretches you 


expected here, are indeed in this Quarter, 


but in a much more tolerable Heat, as they 
are far leſs guilty than their Deluders ; eſ- 
pecially ſuch who have ſuffered a Hell up- 


on Earth by acting for Bread, what was ab- 


horrent from their Natures : Few of theſe 
miſerable Women are condemned for Luft, 

tho' in this Quarter. Idleneſs, of which 
they had got a Habitude; a Diſtruſt of 
Providence, and a deſponding of his Mercy, 
have excluded them from it. At this In- 
ſtant came up to me another Devil, and ſaid, 
if I would follow him, he would divert me 
with a Sight which I ſhould find worthy 
my Attention. I looked on my Guide, as 
it were to ask his Advice, He underſtood 


me, and ſaid I might very fafely truſt my- 


ſelf with him, for he was a very honeſt, 


well- bred Devil, had much of the Gentle- 


man in him and was his particular Friend. 

My Guide anſwering thus ſor the Probity 
of this Stranger, Devil, ſatisfied my Doubts 
and I readily followed him. Sir, laid he, 
as we went along a Street enlightened 


| by diſtant Flames, and the fiery Arch 


o'er our Heads, you ſeem to doubt the 
Honour of us Devils, an Affront I can 


eafily forgive, as you are a Stranger ; but 
give me leave to tell you, that we ſtand 


very 


| (2199) 
very much upon our Honour, and it would 
be impolitic in us, not to have a very 
tender Regard to it; for our compacts with 
Mortals, are all upon Honour ; they can 
have no other tie upon us: for were they 
to bind us eyen in Bond and Judgment to 
the Performance of Articles, we have ſo 
much Intereſts with the Attorneys, Coun- 
ſels, and Courts of Record, that we could 
_ elude the ſtrongeſt Security: wherefore, 
they look upon our Word and Honour as 
the beſt we can give them, and Reaſon 
they have, for all the Records of Earth 
and Hell cannot produce one fingle In- 
ſtance of any one of us having forfeited 

his Honour, once engaged. We have ever 


performed our Covenants, tho' the moſt. 


difficult and moſt laborious Tasks have been 
impoſed upon us; and never have we de- 


manded our Reward, before the limited 


Time was expired: tho' we have not met 
with the ſame fair Dealing among Men, 
who, when the Time appointed draws near, 
uſe all poſſible Chicanery to defraud us by 


flying to Relics, Holy Water, Prieſts, and 


Prayers; but as this Proceeding is rather 
the Effect of Fear, than Repentance, they 
carry but little or no Weight, and only e- 
vinces, that they have leſs honeſty than 
the Devils themſelves. To ſay the Truth, 
Mortals are but a ſilly Set of Animals, when 
they flatter themfelves, after they have, 


all the Time of their Lives, been very De- 
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(20) 
vils incarnate, that ſaying, Lord, have 
Mercy upon me ! on a Death-Bed, will re- 
concile them to an offended Deity, whom 
they never before addreſſed, if not with their 
Lips, while their Hearts were as far from 
| him, as is the Diſtance between Heaven and 
Hel}, and who would not do him, even 
that Lip-Service, on a Sunday, if it was 
not to give the World an Opinion of their 
being religious Men, fit to be entruſted, and 
thus gain Opportunities of puſhing their 
Intereſts under the Cloak of Religion. 
A wealthy Merchant, ambitious to raiſe 
his Family, and enroll his Name (by his 
Poſterity) among the Nobility, — him- 
ſelſ, that he can compound with God for a 
long Series of Villainy, by ordering, in his 
laſt Will, an Alms-Houſe to be built an] 
endowed with ſome trifling Matter, whica 
may keep half a Dozen, or a Dozen poor 
Wretches juſt above ſtarving ; and whe! 
this is bequeathed, the Fool's Conſcienc 2 
is caly, he wipes his Mouth, and goes off 
(by the Bye to the Devil) with great 
— 4 relying on the Mercy of God, 
tho' he has been a thouſand Times raught, 
that without Reſtitution, Hopes of Pardon 
are entirely vain. Others are ſilly enough 
to think of keeping Account with God of 
Debtor and Creditor ; Sin while they are 
young, and make a Ballance by Repen- 
tance when they are old, as if they had a 
Leaſe of their Lives; and when their De- 
baucheries 
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baucheries ſend them here old and decrepid, 
in the Flower of their Youth, they cry, 
they had not Time allowed them, they in- 
| aa this and that We have. a Num- 
ber of theſe Intentionals, who arc kept in 
the Quarter of the Beſotted ; another Claſs 
of Fools, who never think of God or De- 
vil, till the Pox, a Duel, or a Surfeit, gives 
them their Paſſport bither: Theſe are the 
Men of Pleaſure, ro whom Thinking is 
the greateſt of all Miſeries; who con- 
ſtantly fly from themiclves, and whenever 
Conſcience offers to remonſtrate, have Re- 
courſe to Bacchus or Venus, or drown her 
Voice 'in the Muſick of an Opera, or the 
Tumult of Balls and Maſquerades. 

By this Time we had reached a large 
Square, which terminated the Street we 
firſt entered; in the Midſt of it was erected 
a Tribunal, furnithed with a great Number 
of Tapers in the Figure of Men, which caſt 
a Light that illuminated the whole Qua- 
drangle, filled with innumerable Shades. I 
took Notice to my Companion of the odd 
Figure of tlie Tapers. They are, ſaid he, 

your Tale-bearers, Miſchief-makers, Falſe- 
witneſſes, and Contrivers of Sham-plots, 
who ſerve inſtead of Wax-Tapers, and you 
| tee they give an excellent Blaze, and do 
here, what they pretended to do on Earth, 

give Light. You ſee they are of different 
Sizes, and they riſe gradually on each Side 
the Judgment-Seat, from the Medler in 
1 
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private Families, to the Forger of Plots and 
Suborner of Witneſſes, who once ſat at the 


Helm of State. Theſe Tapers require no 
Trimming, and once lighted up, are inex- 


tinguiſhable and inexhauſtible. As the Court 


is juſt going to ſit, Ill make Way for you 
to the Bar, near which I will place you at 
a convenient Diſtance. No ſooner ſaid, 


than done. The Judges ſoon after took their 


Places; Minos was ſeated in the Middle, 
and, as I take it, is the Lord-Chiet- Juſtice 


of Hell. Silence being proclaimed by the 


Cryer of the Court, in a Voice as loud as a 
Peal of Thunder, a grave, ſupercilious, 
ſtarch'd Frenchman, was ict to the Bar; 
he ſeemed very careleſs, and to look with 
Contempt, not only on thoſe around him, 


but even on the Bench; and by him was ſet 


a little powder'd hopper-a d bandy-legg'd 
Dwarf, who took Snuff, and look'd as im- 
pudently, as a detected Pick-pocket. I 
asked who theſe were? III ſatisfy you, 
laid my Friend of a Devil, immediately. 


I then ſaw brought to the ſame Bar, a dir- 


ty-look'd, gouty-fellow, whoſe Counte- 
nance {poke him a Man of great Buſineſs, 
and of ſome Conſequence. The two laſt 


Criminals paid great Reſpect to the Firſt, . 
V ho, to their low Congees, returned a little 


Nod, as it were of Protection, but ſeemed 
aſhamed to be known by them. They were 
no ſooner all three at the Bar, but I per- 
ccived a Crowd of Skeletons preſſing for- 
| ward, 
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ward, crying, Juſtice ! Juſtice ! 1 he firſt 
was a Lieutenant de Police, the ſecond a 
Jailor, and the laſt an Attorney, noted for 
his Perjuries, all three Accomplices in 
draining tlie very Blood of the Unhappy. 
Methinks, ſaid I, the Lieutenant de Po- 
| lice ſeems under no Apprehenſion, and to 
ſhew very little Reſpect to the Court. 
That does not proceed, ſaid my Guide, from 
the Evidence of his Conſcience, but from 
his being drunk. While he ſat on the Bench 
of Juſtice in the other World, he was 
commonly Half-Seas- Over before he came 
to the Court, eſpecially in an Afternoon. 
That dirty Fellow the Attorney, had all 
his Life an Averſion to Cleanlineſs; he 
ſtands ſel f- convicted, and endeavours to 
put on an Air of Unconcern but he is 
before a Court that is not to be deceived 
by outward Appearances, The Goaler was 
ever as dirty in his Actions, as the other, 
but in his Dreſs he was always a Fop, and 
with the moſt forbidding Figure, pretended 
to be admired by the Ladies. He came 
hither by his own Preſcription ; he found 
Inclination ſurvive, and Nature decayed, 
and therefore poiſon'd himſelf with Can- 
tharides, hoping, though vainly, to kindle 
the extinguiſh'd Fire. 

Taz Clerk of the Court read the In- 
dictment of the Lieutenant de Police, and 
he pleaded a Miſnomer, his Chriſtian 
Name was not ſpelt right, for he had 
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a Copy of the Indictment in his Hands, 
As to that, ſaid Radamanthus, tis of no 
Confequence, and if you had been in- 
dicted without any other Name than 
your Sirname, it would have been good; 
for your Actions diſavowed your Bap film. 
you are the identical Perſon. He ar 
ſome Time upon this, and ſaid, it was 
contrary to all Law. He was however o- 
ver-ruled by the Court, who procceded on 
his Trial, and the Attorney-General, by a 
Cloud of Witneſſes, made good the In- 
dictment. In a Word, as they had con- 
fented to be all three tried together, they 
were condemned to a Caldron of molten 
Gold. 
As they were carrying away, I was ſur- 
prized at the Sight of a great Number of 
Torches, which preceeded a Sort of a 
Mufti, who, paying Obeiſance to the 
Court, paſſed on. I asked who that 
might be? It is, ſaid my Guide, one who 
called himſelf a Saint : A did us ſo much 
Service, ſent us ſuch a Number of Souls, 
that he is here treated as a Perſon of great 
Conſequence, with all poſſible Reſpect. 
On Earth, the grand Devil himſelf could 
not outgo him in Hypocrily ; Proteus 
never aſſumed {o many Forms, he was a 
Turk, a Chriſtian, a Qualer, a Presby- 
terian, a Fanatick, with a Score of At 
cateris. He was a great Fomenter of Re- 
bellion, and under the Mask of Sanctity; 
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ſapped the very Foundation of Religion. 
This wonderful Perſon, taught firſt the 
Diſtin&ion between the King's Perſon and 
Capacity, and had the Art to murder the 
Man, and yet make no Attempt on. the So- 
vereign. It was he who made Men Rebel, 
For God's Sake, and taught them to ſupport 
Religion, the Laws and Liberty, by over- 
throwing them all: He begat Fanaticiſin up- 
on the Body of Faction; Fanaticiſm bee 
Hypocriſy; " Fypocrify begat Rebellion; Re- 
bellion begat Licentiouſueſs; Licemiouſneſs 
begat Free-thinking ; Free-thinking begat 
Doubt; Doubts begat Remiſſneſs, Remiſs- 
neſs begat Deiſm ; and Deiſm begat Atheiſm. 
You fee how greatly we are indebted to this 
eminent Perſon, who is the Source of all the 
Folly, Miſchicfs and Miſery, which a great 


Nation his brought upon it ſelf by his Inſti- 


gation, and from which they will in all Pro- 
bability, never get free. This Perſon had the 
Addreſs to delude them with ſpecious Appel- 
lations : nay, to perſuade the Fools to believe 
Contraries to be Identicals ; that Liberty 
Was Slavery and & contra; Riches, Poverty; 


Poverty, Wealth; and Contempt, the high- 


eſt Reputation. That Cowardice was Bra- 
very, the groaning under Corruption, Magna- 
nimity; and a Load of Taxes, the diſtinguiſh- 
ing Mark of a formidable People. He is now 
going to the P--yy - Co- cil, and look-ye, 
vonder comes three more of Lucifer s Cabinet. 
You ſee one of them is a Pope, one a Biſhop, 
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and one wears a Coronet. The firſt for a 
temporal Intereſt, was the Death of ſome 


hundred thouſand Men. The ſecond was no- 
1 for Prevarication, and moſt impudent Ly- 
: And the third for his Hatred to the 
1 He honeſtly endeavoured to ſtarve 
thoſe of them who did not care to be damn d; 
and to damn thoſe, who had no mind to be 


ſtarved. The Lives of the two firſt were of 


great Service towards peopleing theſe gloomy 
Regions; for their Example made Numbers 
believe Religion was in reality a politic 


Cheat, to fetter the Minds of the Weak, and 


ſo damned themſelves by their Penetration. 
Adſo, there are ſome great Affairs on the 
Tapis to be ſure; for yonder comes the two 
principal Secretaries of State, for the North- 


ern Diviſion, and the chief Clerk of the 


Council. He on the right Hand, enjoyed 
the ſame Poſt under a certain Uſarper, i in. the 


other World, and was famous for diſcovering 


the Secrets of foreign Councils: He, on the 
left, was alſo in the Secretaries Office, but he 
was moreover, Latin Secretary to the {fame 


Maſter. He is much reſpected here for a 
Poem he wrote in Praiſe of the Arch-Rebell, 
who is the Hero of his Work. He is eſteem⸗ 


ed in his own Country, a ſecond Homer. He 


loſt his Eyes in writing againſt the Hierarchy, 


and his Zeal was ſo great againſt thoſe Ene- 
mies to our Sovereign the B 


s, that 
he would willingly have facrificed 55 


Pair if he had had them. He, who fol- 
lows ö6 
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lows them, was a great Forger of Plots; he 
had not the Succeſs his Zeal merited ; but as 


Intention is here rewarded, and as he was in 


the other World, a State Secretary, he is ex- 


empted from being made a Torch. At this 


Inſtant, another Devil ſtepped up to my; 
Guide, and asked him if he knew why a 
extraordinary Council was held. He DO 


ed, No. Then III tell you, replied the 


other. A Courier from the other World, has 
brought Advice, that the grand Peri an 
Corrupter has ſet out for this, and we may 
expect him here in a very ſhort Space, if no 
Accident defers his Journey. Zounds! cried 


my Guide, if we don't look. out ſharp, there 


will be an End of all Liberty in Hell; if he 
ſhould get into the Management of. the 
Finances, we ſhan't have one honeſt Devil 
to repreſent us. What will be the Conſe- 


quence of his Bribery, but Exciſe upon Ex- 


ciſe ; for the fooliſh Devils, who ſell their 
Votes, muſt repay ten times the Summs they 
receive, in Taxes. Prithee? cried the other, 
don't put yourſelf into ſuch a Fright ; you talk 
as if we Devils were as thoughtleſs and covet- 
ous, as the meaneſt of Mortals. Dos't think 
we don't know, that who buys our Vote, 
muſt {ſell his own ? Do you think we have no 
public Spirit, no Honour, no Prudence, no 
Regard for, (I was going to ſay Poſterity) 
thoſe Devils who are ſerving the Pablic in 
the other World, to betray them into Slavery 
for Hwy Lacre, while they are lay ing them- 
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(3) 
ſelves out for the extending our Empire ? 
Never fear, he won't carry Matters ſo ſwim- 
ingly as he did in the upper Regions. We 
know he had but one firing to his Bow, and 
that was Bribery ; but we have Old Noll in 


the Council, who will, for his own Sake, op- 


pole him. He will allow none to uſurp on , 


the Liberty of Hell, ſince he finds he cannot 
do it himſelf, Well, ſaid my Guide, on what 


Point does the Council deliberate ? on that, 
replied the other, of his Reception. At this 
Inftant, an Eutopian, who had liſten'd to 
what paſs d, cried out, you can't be too much 
upon your Guard, Gentlemen. Money is 
very prevalent, even here; I know a ſtaunch 
Patriot, who always ſet himſelf foremoſt, and 


Was remarkably Lealous for public Intereſt 


and Liberty; who was eſteemed the Barrier 
againſt Encroachment, and called the Bulwark 
of his Country, leave his Country in the 
Lurch, go over to the other Side, and on a 
ſudden, approve what he had combated for 
twenty Years together : and why? thoſe 


Whom he had oppoſed came up to his Price, 


and ſubſcribed to the Terms he propoſed. 1 
own, Oliver's Ambition made him contemn 
Money, if not for public Uſe, beſide, his 
Policy would not let him plunder the Nation 


in general ; he knew that a flouriſhing Trade 
Was his own Support, and how could that be 


carried on, if he. cramp'd it by unreaſonable 
Impoſts, and did not protect it from foreign 
Inſults. | He was not to be taught, that en- 
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couraę ing Trade would enrich the Subject, 
who would not only be more able, but more 
willing to contibute to the Expence of Go- 
vernment, when they faw the Money was 
expended for the pablic Good; bur farther, 
he who had deſpoiled a King of three Crowns, 
det; pi 'd a private Fortune, "Aquila uon capit 
muſcas, The Fagle does not toop at Plies. 
But here the Cale is alter'd, he knows all 
Artempts here upon the Sovercignty, are 
vain, and may rather, as the Proverb ſays, 
Play as ſmall Gains than flick out. He has 
not loſt his Ambition, and retains his Policy, 
Tis true, he is outwardly an Adyocate for the 
Liberty of Hell; but remember, ſo he was in 
the other World, ior Religion, yet no one 
carried on the Cauſe of Hell more induſtriouſ- 
ily. A Coalition between him and this expect- 
ed Perſian may be of terrible Conſequence. 
M Guide then turning to me, ſaid, 
it would make a poor Devil ſick at Heart, 
to obſerve and hear the Abſurdities of 
Mortals, They fow Tares, and curſe the 
Soil for not producing Wheat: Plant 
Thorns, and rail at Providence when the 
prick their Fingers. They expect Effects 
contrary to Nature; but if they ſow 
Winds, they muſt be content to reap 
Storms. They conſider only the preſent 
Gratification of their Paſſions, they will 
not ſee the natural, the inevitable Con- 
ſequences of their Actions; ; and when 
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they fall under the Misſortunes conſequen- 


tial of their Follies, their Self-Complai- 
ſance ever excuſes them, and throws the 
Blame on others. If they have no Co- 
lour to caſt it on Man, rather than ac- 
knowlege their Weakneſs, it is lain on 
us: The Devil ow'd them a Spight. If 
an old Woman gets drunk, loſes her 
Way, and falls into a Ditch, ſhe's in 

no Manner of Fault; the good old Dame 
had gonc well enough home, had not the 
Devil owed her a Spight : When, per- 
haps, for thirty Years before, ſhe's had 
never a Devil near; for when they are 

once ſettled in the Road to theſe Re- 
gions, the Devil himſelf, if he would 
endeavour it, cannot drive them out of 
the Track; and what Devils are ſcatter- 


ed here and there, ha ve fo little upon their 


Hands, they fleep half their Time away. 


They Who are at the Gate, and on the firſt 


Stages, have ſome Trouble to prevent Eſ- 
capes, tho' Spite of their Vigilance, now and 
then ſome take Alarm at the Pleaſantneſs 
of the Road, and break. out: But towards 
the latter End of the Journey, we are under 


ſo little Apprehenſions, that the Guard there 


is very thin, nay, has been thought unne- 
ceſſary, and is commonly beſtowed as a 
Sine Cure on ſome Invalid. But, 
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Tu xv are not particular People, only who 
are affected with this Fondneſs for Self, this 
Injuſtice towards others, the Contagion is 
ſo univerſal, that the whole Body of a Peo- 
ple ſhall be often diſtinguiſhed by it, and it 
becomes the Characteriſtic of a N abi Some 

term it Fickleneſs, but I ſay it is Stupidity. 
How eagerly have we ſeen a whole Com- 
monwealth purſue and cry up a Scheme 
which brought them to the very Brink of 
Ruin; a Rua as evident to all, who would 
rather liſten to Reaſon, than give into 

groundleſs Notions, and be ſway d by Opi- 
nions, as it has been fatally experienced by 
Millions, who, with their Poſterity, are ſunk 
into the Depths of Miſery never to emerge? 
How had Numbers of theſe ruin'd Men been 
 forewarn'd by their more prudent Friends to 
no manner of Purpoſe? With what Con- 
tempt has the Advice been receiv'd, and 
how have they pity'd, their Admoniſhers as 
ſhort-fighted Men, who knew not how to 
make ule of Adyantages offered them, and 
were blind enough to ſhut the Door up- 
on Fortune, when ſhe crav'd Admittance to 
to lodge her Favours with them? But huſh. 
— Juſt here, the Crier of the Court pro- 
claimed Silence. Minos was going to pro- 
nounce Sentence on a Parcel of FViutuers 
for their Sopiſtications. They food ſelf- 
convicted, and had pleaded Guilty to their 
Indictment, which taxed them with a 
Number 


UW I OE AO ee A nos — _— 
2 2 py 


- A BRL . — i oe tn 
OSD I ns... — 
woe Noun > wet FRO” AR | 4 


en eee 
22 Py. a FRO 1 * 
Peg 
. Bi: ai us Mb, An 1 
* 3 * - A 7. 
; Goa * —— * 4 £ 
_— — — Ab > 2 — 22 — — 2 © % ö = 


Number of Murders. 


take that frothy Fop 


(32) 
At the Inſtant, a 
Croud of Doctors, Apothecaries, and Un- 
dertakers, ruſh'd into Court, and pray'd an 
arreſt of Judgment. Minos asked, what 
they had to fay, why Judgment ſhould be 
ſtay d. A ſpruce Phyſician, who look'd 


more like a Woman than a Man, holding a 


Gold-headed Cane to his Chin; ſaid, my 
Lord, we pretend not to be Lawyers; but 
we hope our Defect in Knowlege of What 
is Law, will be amply ſupplied by your 
known Juſtice. For my Part, though I 
am made choice of by my Brethen of the 
Faculty, to plead in Atreſt of Judgment; 

yet, as I paſſed my Days in the Inveſtiga- : 
tion of Nature and Medicine, I cannot be 
converſant in the Laws of Nations or of 
Hell: Wherefore I throw myſelf on the 
Candour of this honourable Court, and hope 


my Reaſons, if cogent, will by your Lord- 


ſhips, be allowed what Weight they merit. 
Iwill not abuſe the Patience of this honour- 


able Court, by a long and affected Proem, 


whefefore I ſhall come to the Point, and 
offer to your Lordſhip's Conſideration; firſt 

the Caute of our Ipterfering ; ſecondly, the 
Reaſons why we apprehend your Lordſhips 
may be induced to {ſuſpend your Sentence. I 
ſhall next, by a Subdiviſion of this ſecond 
Head Pho — Pho — cried Minos, 
and his Followers 
We know you will lay Gratitude 


away. 


brouglit you hither, that tite Vintners did 
19% 
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you, and the reſt of that Rabble with you, 
great Service ; that they ſent Patients into 
your Hands, and you, with the Help of 
the Apothecaries, ſent them to the Under- 
takers in their Way hither. Prithee, doſt 
think we fit here to loſe Time with ſuch 
Fopperies. Saying this, he ſentenced the 
Vintners to be drenched every Hour with 
their own Wines, which made one of them 
cry, This is being damm d with 4 Ven-. 
geance / 

Tur were hurried away, and a Gang of 
Pick-pockets brought to the Bar. Never 
was Z cen ſuch a chequerd Rabble; ſome 
where in Rags, which hardly coyered their 
Nakedneſs; Hunger was painted in their 
Faces, and they ſeemed rather moving Dung- 
hills, than Men, Others were dreſſed like 
{ſpruce Tradeſmen, with Velvet Waiſtcoats, 
Ty'd-Whigs and ruffled Shicts : ; others a- 
gain were dawb'd over with Gold Lace and 
Embroidery ; ſome wore Coronets, and diffe- 
rent Badges of Orders of Knighthood : ſome 
were, in the Habits of Prieſts and Monks, 
ſome in that of Phyſicians, Lawyers, Sc. 
Sc. Sc. This, ſaid I, is an odd Medley; 
and yet, replied my Guide, they are judici- 
ouſly pack d together. For thoſe Who make 
a Figure, were as great Pick-pockets, as thoſe 
poor Wretches who div'd for Bread at the 
Beginning, and in Time to ſupport their 
Vices, in which _ may vie with the 
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Great, who very often take up with their 
Leavings. Many a Shoe-Boy has found his 
Cindar- Wench unfaithful, allured by the 
Charms of fine Cloaths ; and a Barrow-Girl 
has been tempted to leave her Pears, her 
Scavinger, and Dunghill, for a Tea-Table, a 
Lord, and fine Lodeings : But this is di- 
orefling. Think you there are no Pick- 
pockets, but ſuch as are ſubjected to the 
Law ? Believe me, there are many : Some 
whom the Laws tollerate, others whom they 
cannot reſtrain, and others again who arc a- 
bove their Reach. For the firſt a Phyſician, 
who, to multiply Viſits, dallies with a Di- 
ſtemper, and makes that which was curable, 

had he been honeſt, incurable, and fo kills 
his Patient; is he not as much a Pick- pocket, 

and of a much viler Claſs, than he who drags. 


2 Handkerchief ? An Apothecary, who 


makes ule of Succedanea, when he has not. 
the Drugs preſcribed, throngh filthy Lucre, 
and thus hurts an honeſt Phyſicians Charac- 
ter, and/? may be poiſons his Patient; Des 
is he but a murdering Pick pocket? Ax not 
your Attornies, Sollicitors, Counſellors," who. 
promote, ſpin out, or betray. Suite, and 
thus, for their Intereſt; ruin Families ho- 
confided in their Probity, ſo many ungtafe- 
fal Pick-pockets ? Theſe the Laws tolerated. 
For the ſecond Sort, what think ye of Prieſts 


. who gull the poor ignorant Wretches with 


Males to the Holy Ghoſt, when a poor Ser- 
Tus 


a 1 S — + CR — WECRS > CCL PPP 
» n N nn nent n ' — fe ox 2 o VN b 


(350% 


vant has loſt any Thing belonging to the 
Family, which they rate at double the 
Price of a common Maſs; their ſelling, even 
in the Churches, bleſs/d Roſaries, at four 
Times what the Beads are worth, and thus 
making the Houſe of Prayer a Den of 
Thieves: Their Commutations ſor Penance, 
their terrifying dying Perſons, and then 
working on their Fears, making them diſin- 
herit their poor Relations, and give all to 
their Convents, with a Number of other 
abominable Practices, to impoſe on the weak 
and credulous, are not theſe Pick-pockets ? 
Nay, are they not the moſt wicked, fince 
they make Religion a Cloak for their Kna- 
very? In the third Claſs I place ſuch public 
Miniſters, who, by all Manner of Frauds, 
nay ſome the very meaneſt, and which a 
Money-Scrivener would be aſham'd of, op- 
preſs the Public, and cement their own bro- 
ken Fortunes, with the Blood of the har- 
raſs d People, and bring Families of Diſtincti- 
on to Beggary, by their ruinous Schemes to 
enrich themſelves Pray, in what are theſe 
to be diſtinguiſhed from the Pick-pocket 
who f alle under the Sentence of the Law? 
Tusk were all condemned, as they had 
been a Nuſance to the public, and had 
paſſed their Lives in dirty Work to be Sca- 
vengers; and ſuch of them as had come 
from che Gallows or Gallies, were ordered, 
as the leaſt guilty, to be Drivers of the o- 
2 1 
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thers; and were accordingly armed with 


Whips of Scorpions, which they made Uſe 


of without Mercy, and drove their reſpective 


Gangs to the Quarters alotted by the Grand 
Scavinger of Hell, to whom they were made 


Deputies. 5 | 

As ſome of them paſs'd me, I recollected 
that IJ had ſeen them make a handſome Fi- 
gure in the World, where they were in no 
Buſineſs, or public Employment; and ex- 


preſſed my Surprize to ſee them in ſuch Com- 


pany. My Guide told me, theſe were 


Gameſters ſome, and ſome Setters, who had 
lived and made a Figure in the World by 


the Spoil of young Heirs, many of whom 
they had reduced to Beggary, by falſe Dice 
and mark'd Cards: That by their Villanies 
the Offspring of ſeveral ancient and diſtin- 
guiſh'd Families were obliged to wear a Li- 
very, that they might honeſtly get a Morſel 
of Bread. 1 ö 
A Parcel of Shoemakers were next brought 
before the Court, and condemned for Sab- 
bath-breaking, Drunkenneſs, and robbing 
their Families of that Support which by the 
Laws of Nature they were bound to afford 
them. Sentence being paſled, a gigantick 
Dæmon ſwept them all into a Leathern A- 
pron he had on, and threw them into a miry 
Lake, that they might not, as he ſaid, want 


I heard 


„ 

I heard immediately after a Cry behind 
me, of Do you call this Juſtice ? were e- 
der People damud for their Charity? I 
ſeemed ſurprized, and my Guide taking No- 
tice of it, ſaid, theſe are a Covey of Pawn= 
brokers : Hell's over-run with this Vermin. 
When they were ſet to the Bar, they plead- 
ed the Good they had done in relieving the 
Poor, who muſt haye periſhed, but for their 
Aſſiſtance. Rogues, that you are, with 
Hearts of Flints, and Hands of Iron, do you 
think, ſaid the Attorney-General, to impoſe 
upon this Court? Your Charity is that of 
Fariners to their Poultry, to deyour them, 
The Poor you made your Slaves, by your 
exorbitant Intereſts of Thirty per Gent. How 
many have you robbed of 5 Pledges left 
with you, by forſwearing the Truſt, when 
the Things were of any Value:? They were 
ſtruck mute; their Extortions and Robbe- 
ries being proved upon them, were driven to 
the Quarter of Bailiffs, Keepers of Spung- 
ing-houſes, Knights of rhe Poſts, and Petti- 
foggers, where they ſuffer eternal Cold and 
Hunger, both in the moſt intenſe and raging 
Degree. 

Tu Judges being ſummon'd to Council, 
the Court broke up, and my Guide leading 
me crols the Square, we came to a pretty 
large Street, and found two Parties at Fiſty- 
Cuffs. On one Side were a Parcel of freſh- 
1 plump, flick, well-drets'd Men; 

on 
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on the other, a Gang of meagre, half-ſtary'd, 
ragged Fellows, with Famine and Envy 
pictured in their Faces. The Match was + 
pretty equal, for one Parcel was too purſey, 
and the other too weak to do much Harm, 


or continue a long Engagement, and I be- 


lieve both glad to hear my Guide command 
the Peace, for they immediately put an End 
to the Fray. What! in the Name of Luci- 

fer, cried this Devil, is the Meaning of this 


Uproar ? Hell is no more the Hell it was, 


ſince the Invention of Printing in Europe. 


We have hardly a Moment's Peace with 
theſe Raſcals, either ſquabbling, or boxing, 


and diſturbing the Neighbourhood in every 


Street of Plutopolis; but I'll take Care to 
ſee this Grievance redreſs'd. Here a Jolly, 


fat Fellow ſtood forth, and ſaid, May it 


pleaſe your Worſhip to diſtinguiſh between 


the Guilty and Innocent, and place the 


Saddle on the right Horſe. There is not a 
more peaceable Set of Men in all the Infer- 
nal Dominions, if thoſe meagre Scoundrels 
would ſuffer us to be in quiet. Tis they are 
always the Aggreſſors. On this one of the 
other Side ad vanced forward, ,and ſaid, I ap- 
peal to your Worſhip, if we have not Cauſe 
for Reſentment: Thoſe Epicures there, grew 
fat on our Labours, and kept us upon mould y 
Cruſts, ſweating and exhauſting our Brains, 
while they enjoyed, by our Lucubrations, 
all the Rarities that Earth, Sea, or Air could 
afford, 


(39) 


afford, in their Town and Country-Houſes. 
Why thou impudent, ignorant, envious, ca- 
lumniating, louſy, paultry, beggarly, un- 
grateful Poetaſter, who will out- lie the De- 
vil. Good Words, Friend, ſaid my Guide, 
all Compariſons are odious: Dom t bring us 
into the Scrape. I beg your Worlhip's 
Pardon, and ſtand corrected; but that Fel- 
low there, that pretended Author, who was 
the contemptible Hack of a Malecontent- 
Party, that Mr. Obſervator, and ſuch as he, 
who vended Lies, and aimed at Commotions, 
have been the Ruin of a Number of honeſt 
Bookſellers. I myſelf have paid hard Crown 
Pieces by the Score, for Copies of ſome of 
thoſe ragged Gentlemen, which, after the 
 Expence of Paper and Preſs, I could get 
none to take off my Hands but Chandlers 
and Paſtry-Cooks. I aſſure your Worſhip, 
the Swarms of Authors which have ſprung, 
up in a long Peace, are our Ruin; our Com- 
paſſion puts us upon employing them; and 
when we haye kept them from ſtarving, and 
put a warm Coat on their Backs, they flie 
in our Paces. While they are in want, they 
can cringe to us; then *tis honeſt Tom, or 
Mill, if we ſuffer them ta be familiar; or 
elſe 'tis Mr. I wonder you don' r go 
upon ſuch a Tranſlation, or get a Treatiſe 
on ſuch a Subject, either of them will turn 
to good Account, or ſuch a 'Thing would 
haye a great Run ; but when pamper'd with 
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a few hot Meals, and cloath'd, then we are 


all a Pack of Raſcals, who undervalue their 


Copies, and our Congres are only to examine 
what Manulcripts have been offered to any 
of the Fraternity, to tell the Rate, they 
who had the Offers bid, and to warn all the 
Trade, not to go beyond that Sum, if it's 


again ſhewn to any of them; when there is 
two Works of the ſame Nature, to decry 


the beſt, if that is publiſned by any out of 
the Trade, in Favour of that printed for a 
Bookſeller. In a Word, they. would make 
you believe, that we, who are the only 
Supports, are the very Bane of Learning. 
Away with you all, cried my Acquaintance, 
the Devil a Barrel the better Herri ing. 
Saying this he called the Conſtable of the 
Ward, and ordered him to put them all in- 
to the Dungeon of the Round-houſe, where, 
faid he, they may quarrel and be damn'd ; 
they won't diſturb the Neighbours. 1 found 
by this, and the Refpect paid him by the 
Conſtable, who did as ordered, that my Guide 
was à Devil of Conſequence, if not a great 
Magiſtrate, at leaſt a Juſtice of Peace. 
As we proceeded forward, we came to. a 
large Building not unlike Bedlam, 1 thought. 
Here, ſaid my Guide, we keep our Fools. 
Strictly ſpeaking, none but Fools come a- 


mong us; ſor how can he be termed other, 
who preſers the Tranſitory to the Eternal; 
who is anxious in the purſuit of OE 
C Pleatures, 


(49 
Pleaſures, precarious Wealth, and empty Ho- 
nours, and neglects to provide for Hereafter. 
Who hourly ſees Men die, and yet thinks 
not of his own Diſſolution. Folly is in- 
. deed the Baſis of all Crimes, and the in- 
fallible Guide to Hell. But of all the ſe- 
veral Species of Folly, the greateſt is that 
of Avarice, by which a Man ſuffers a Hell 
upon Earth, to ſecure himſelf one after the 
Grave. One would i imagine that, alone the 
Motive of ſome Miſers, who are Childleſs, and 
yet as cruel to their Relations as to them⸗ 
ſelves. 
Tuxsk here encloſed, are a particulaf Claſs 
of Fools, whom Providence had often, and 
by various Means, endeayoured to teclaim 5 
but in yain, without he would have de- 
prived them of Free-Will, and reduced them 
to mere Machines. He entered the Houle, 
Where I heard on every Side, Oh! that 1 
had taken Warning by my Loſſes, and not 
have made the Means Providence EN 
for my Salvation, thoſe of my eternal Loſs! 
Oh ! that I had ſuffered the Diſgrace I un- 


” derwent to have humbled my Pride ! Oh! 
that I had made a right Uſe of my Chil- 


dren's Diſobedience | Gh! that I had been 
awakened from my Sins by my long Sick- 
neſs! Oh! that I had grown honeſt when TI 
was pardoned, and. forfeited Life ſpared * 
In a Word, this Exclamation Oh that! rang 
thro” all the Quarters of this immenſe Fabrick. 
* 3 
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We paſſed through it, and croſſing a large 
Quadrangle, from thence drew near to a 
monſtrous great Pile of Building. We en- 
"tered it, and ſaw a Number of Men either 
"fitting, ſtanding, or lying, in melancholly 
Attitudes, as motionleſs as Statues, and as 
ſilent as the Grave, except now and then a 
deep Groan broke forth. Theſe, ſaid my 
Guide, had, in Life, greater Lights than 
the Generality of Men; their Endowments 
were great, they were Men of ſuperior Ge- 
nius, and more extenſive Knowledge than 
moſt others, but applied their Talents to a 
wrong Uſe z theſe are called the Reaſoners, 
as they would have their Reaſon fatisficd, 
and would pry into the inſcrutable Derrdes 
of Omnipotence and Omniſcience. Their 
great Parts, as they made uſe of them, were 
| their Misfortune, and turned to their greater 
Condemnation. - They were for preſcribing 
to the Almighty, and would baniſh all 
Faith, for none can be ſaid to believe what 
he can account for; and they would have 
Demonſtration in every Thing to which t1ey 
would give their aſſent; nothing elſe viith 
them was credible. The Scriptures were n- 
philoſophical, contradictory, and fabulous as 
the Heathen Theology, and nothing more 
abſurd than the Syſtem of Reveal'd R li- 


Sion. In a Word, they were wiſe enough 
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to find their Way hither, and, by Demon- 
tration, a Place, which thfy imagined ficti- 
tious. 1 are convinced, that the Wiſ⸗ 

dom 


Gas 


dom of Man is '« Folly in the Sight of God, 
and are now left to the Horrors and Stings 
of their own Conſcience, and by ſometimes 
having a Glimpſe of that Heaven they have 
loſt by their Preſumption, find a Hell in 
their Remorſe. Theſe, who ſeem under no 
Infliction, are under the ſevereſt Tortures, 


5 thoſe of the Mind. But let us leave them 
to their uſeleſs Conviction, and too late Re- 


pentance. The next Houſe to this contains 


your Laughers, and Would-be-Wits ; a ſenſe- 


leſs, apiſn, ignorant Crew, Who would have 


paſſed upon the World for Men of Parts 
and Penetration, by apeing theſe and ridicu- 


ling Religion. Men of narrow Genius and 
no Learning, and ſuch Cowards, that their 
Hearts ached with Fear of, while their 
"Tongues denied, a Futurity. Men who durſt 
not be alone, * whoſe Terrors could make 
them, at a Peal of Thunder, hide their cow- 


ard Heads in Vaults, or run under a Bed 
for Shelter. In ſhort, Men, who obſtinately 


acted againſt the Conviction of Conſcience, 


denied what in Reality they believed, and, to 


ſooth a moſt unaccountable Vanity, lived in 
continual Terrors and Apprehenſions, cover'd 


over with a ſtupid Levity; were damn'd to 
be thought Wits, and now to their Morti- 


fication know, that they were ever, white 
on Earth, contemned and pity'd by all wiſe 
Men, for their abundant and apparent F olly. 
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Have you, ſaid I, no ah Atheiſts a- 
mong you? No, ſaid my Guide, there ne- 
ver yct was ſuch a Monſter upon Earth. In- 
deed ſome of the Fools I laſt mentioned have 
gloried in that Appellation; they haye de- 
nied the Being of a God, but at the ſame 
Time trembled inwardly at the Apprehenſion 
of his Power. The Disbelicf of a firſt, eter- 
nal, efficient Being, is as impoſſible as a Ne- 


gation of our own Exiſtence : For this ſu- 


preme Power is manifeſted in all, and in e- 
very particular Inſtance of his Works; which 
at the ſame Time that they preſent them- 
ſelves to the Eye, proclaim his incftable Om- 
niſcience and Omnipotence. 

We went forward, and I obſeryed a Par- 
cel of Men, and a N umber of old Women, 
driven together by ſome Score of Devils, 
who ſcourged them moſt unmercifully. I 
asked who they were? The Men, ſaid my 
Guide, are Bakers, who defrauded the Poor 


of their Weight in Bread ; and the Women 
pedling Chandler's, Who alſo prey'd upon 


the Wretched, by keeping unequal Ballan- 
ces; though the F car of Juſtice made them 
keep lawful Weights; but the Draught 
given their Scales by a falſe Center in the 
Beam, which the inſpecting Officers never 
examined, did their Buſineſs equally as well. 
They are now driving to feel that Hunger 


which their TOY made the Poor ſuffer ; 
1 thele 


643) | 
| theſe are going to keep Company. with the 
Pawnbrokers, c. | 
T told you that Houſe, pointing to that 
which was adjoining to the Reſidence of the 
Reafoners, contained a Species of Fools who 
are damn'd by endeavouring to be thought 
more wicked than they really were, and pro- 
feſſing Tenets contrary to their real Belief. 
Theſe are a particular Claſs of Fools, as they 
did Violence to their Reaſon by acting con- 
trary to its Remonſtrances ; but they are not 
the only Perſons who are here confined for 
courting the Opinion of the World ; for here 
are many, whom we may term, not impro- 
perly, the Thoughtleſs ; as they had one 
Point in View, and to gain that, in which 
by the Bye they ever failed, never once con- 
ſidered Conſequences, and made them- 
ſelves miſerable in their then preſent Life, 
without a Thought of this living Death which 
ſucceeded. Some of theſe, to gain the Opi- 
nion of the World, that they were Men of 
Conſequence, have abandoned a peaccable, 
quict Life in the Country, where they were 
reſpected, and an Obſervance paid them, as 
to petty Princes; where they could live with 
Credit and Juſtice, to follow a Court, and 
ſubmit to a mean, degenerate Servitude; 
cringing to a Favourite, nay making Court 
to the Porter, or other Livery-Servant, of a 
Man in Power; running into Expences, be- 
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(460 
vond what their Fortunes could: bear; thus 
defrauding their Poſterity; contracting Debts 
they were not able to pay, by apeing the 


faſhionable Vices and extravagant Follies of 


the Great, in their Purſuit of Poſts which 


they did not want, and which, if obtained, 
would be only putting on Golden Fetters : 
and thus, thinking their Country would have 
an Opinion of their being of Weight in the 


Government, ruined not only themſelves 
and Families, but the poor, honeſt Tradeſ- 
men, who truſted them from an Opinion of 
their Probity. Others, to gain the Opinion 
of the World, that they were wealthy, ſet 
up Equipages, which ſwallow'd — 2 their 


Patrimonies, on which they might have liv'd 


comfortably ; and thus, to gain an Opinion, 
made themſelves really miſerable, and ſunk 
into the Dregs of the People: But the va- 
rious Follies and Vices this Itch has made 


Men guilty of, are, I may ſay, numberleſs. 
It has made ſome Practice the greateſt Au- 


ſterities, ſome run upon the Point of Swords, 
ſome caſt themſelves into the Flames, ſome 


it has made deaf to Nature, as Brutus the 
firſt Conſul, Colleague with Collatinus; ſome 
it has puſhed on to the Commiſſion of the 
greateſt Villainies In fine, it is an inex- 
hauſtible Source of Miſchief, Madneſs, and 
| Folly : And all who court the Opinion ok 


the World, from that Inſtant ſhake Hands 


with 


r 
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with Lbetzy, and become timid Slaves. 
The Man of Senſe and Reſolution deſpiſes 
it, acts according to the Dictates of Con- 
ſcience and Reaſon, and troubles himſelf 
not about the Applauſe or Cenſure of the 
World, which often is deceived by Appear- 
ances, and conſequently Judges from wrong 
Principles. I know the World very well; 
I was the Demon that attended Sejanus, 
and how have I been forced to hold my 
Sides to hear that Wretch envy'd as one of 
the happieſt among Mortals, when at the 
ſame Inſtant I knew him. on the Btink of 
Ruin? T bis Favourite drew upon him 
the Eyes of the whole World, while I Was 
; leading him up to the Pinnacle of human 
Glory. A Malefactor at the ſame Time 
leading up the Tarpeian Rock, to be thence 
caſt down, would in like Manner have at- 
tracted the Eyes of the Multitude, but 


Voith different Paſſions ; ; the former moved 


their Envy, and every Particular wiſhed 
himſelf in his Place; the latter would have 
moved their Pity, but no one would have 
cared to be in his Situation; yet if there 
Was any Difference, the Advantage was on 
the Side of the Criminal, under the Sentence 
of the Law. 

As we went forward, I omni the 
Gloomineſs to go off gradually, and an en- 
| livening Dawn break upon me: The Air 


1 


I thought was Ing and paſſing the 
City Gates of Plutopolis, an agreeable Prof- 
pect opened to my Sight, and 1 fancied my- 
ſelf in the upper Region of the World. 
When we came to a Draw- Bridge, Here, 
ſaid my Guide, IL muſt leave you : When 
you have paſſed this Bridge, you are in the 
Quarters of ſuch, who, on Earth, went 
wrong through Ignorance, and the Preju- 
dice only of Education: Of ſuch who were 
not naturally wicked, of ſuch whoſe moral 
Virtues were a Counterballance to their In- 
firmities; of ſuch who lived in continual Suſ- 
penſe, and in the Search of Truth, not ha- 
ving the Light of Revelation, and of ſuch 
who have unwillingly choſen 'the Wrong for 
the Right. Imagine not that eternal Juſtice 
is leſs diſtinguiſhing than that of Men. E- 
very one's Puniſhment is adequate to his 
Crimes, his Infirmities, his Willfulneſs, or 
Ignorance, Theſe who are aſſigned to this 
Quarter, have no other Puniſhment than 
what they ſuffer by the Adheſion of thoſe © 
Paſſions, by which they were aQuated in 

the other World. Their Fears, their Hopes, 
their Views, Sc. Sc. Sc. are the ſame; the 
ſame Infirmities of old Age inſenſibly grovrs 
upon them; they are crazy, ſubject to Di- 
ſtempers, are tormented by Doctors and A- 
pothecaries, and their Apprehenſions of Death 
” and Doubts of e are as ſtrong as 
| when 


4 

when they were cloath'd in Bodies: N. ay, 
they in Appearance, die, are born again, 
go through the wretched State of In- 
fancy, the Follies of Youth, the Errors 
of Manhood, and ſo on to the Peeviſh- 
nels of decrepid old Age, in an eternal 
Rotation, without knowing it. Having 
ſaid this, he vaniſhed from my Sight. I 
went {till forward, and perceiv'd a clear 
and ſerene Sky, and the Sun riſing, which 
gilded the diſtant Mountains Tops, and 
minutely encreaſed in radiant Glory, 1 
was in a Manner tranſported beyond my- 
ſelf, and could not view the Brilliancy of 
that amazing Creature, cloath'd with Light 
as with a Garment, without exulting and 
adoxing that infinitely more glorious Crca- 
tor, whoſe Will produced the dazzling 
| Globe, and fixed its Courſe. 

As I turned into a Path which croſs'd 
ſome Meadows, and led to a large City, a 
tranflucid Form came up, and ſaluted me. 
It had all the Sweetneſs and Beauty of 
the Fair Sex, yet with a Mixture in it's 
Countenance of Manly Majeſty : In Shape 
it was tall, graceful, eaſy, and ſeemingly 
of great Strength; ; of a Junonian Lofti- 
neſs in Gait; in every Attitude, in every 
Motion appeared an ineffable, attractive 
Sweetneſs, blended with a Loftineſs as 
inczpreſlible. It was impoilible to ſee 
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this Being, without Love, Veneration, 
and Amazement. Though it bore a hu- 
man Form, it was ſo yaltly ſuperior to e- 
very Thing beautiful and ſtately among 
wretched Mortals, that no Compariton can 

be admitted. The Difference between the 
moſt brilliant Diamond, and the moſt con- 
temptible Opac Body, is not ſo great. 
He accoſted me in a Maſculine, but a me- 
lodious Voics Your Infernal Guide, fact 
he, ſicken'd at the Light, or he would 
have been more particular in his Account 
of this Region: However, I ſhall poſtpone 
that Subject to an Account of myſelf, 


whom you ſcem to look upon with Sur- 


Prize. And well I may, for hitherto 
J have ſeen nothing among Mortals but 
Imperic&ion : And what I look'd upon as 
beautiful before you preſented yourſelf to 
my Sight, T now abhor as loathiome : 

Lord, what is Man! Juſt what he 
pleaſes to be: Created for eternal Glory, 
deſigned for Perfection, and the Option 
of theſe Mercies, and their Antitheſes, 
left to his Free-Will to make. It is cer- 
tam he is environ'd with many inveterate 
Enemies, but then he has many Auxilia- 
ries: If he has violent Paſſions, he has 
alſo Strength of Reaſon to curb them: 
If he has on the one Hand Tempters, he 
has on the other Spiritual Monitors: if 


(51 ) 
he has pernicious Examples to lead him 
out of the Path of Salvation, he has, to 
counterballance them, gracious Promiſes of 
Reward, and terrible Denunciations, to 


keep him from deviating, and his Reaſon 


is able to lay open to him the Difference 
between Tranſitory and Eternal, between 
the Fruition of fleeting Pleaſures and ne- 
ver- ending Happineſs, between the Suffer- 
ings of momentary Inflictions, and ever- 
laſting Torments. Reaſon is an infallible 
Guide to Glory, where 'tis void of Pre- 
ſumption; as indeed pure Reaſon is: But 
here lics the Misfortune, that Men do not 
ſubmit their Paſſions to Reaſon, but wou'd 
their Reaſon to their Paſſions : They fol- 
low the Dictates of their Concupiſcence, 
and then endeaycur to juſtify them by 
falſe Reaſon, and build upon a Sandy Foun- 
dation. God would not give them Paſſi- 
ons to torment them, ergo, they may be 
gratified: God is too merciful to create 
any Being to be damn'd, or to inflict e- 


ternal Puniſhments for finite Errors, and 


ſuch too, as our Natures (if they are Er- 
rors) inceſſantly prompt us to fall into, 
nay oblige us to commit, or our Situation 
in the World does nt permit us to avoid. 
But how do they know they are not in a 
State of Probation ? in which they are to 
work out their Salyation with Fear and 
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Trembling. While they preſume upon 


the Mercies of God, they ought allo to 


remember another divine Attribute, his 
E ; and when they think that finite 

rrors (to uſe the ſoothing Term, with 
which they deceive themſelves) cannot be 
puniſh'd eternally, they ſhould call to 
Mind, that an Inſult on a Sovereign 
Prince, is, among Mortals, looked upon 
as deſerving a much more ſignal Puniſh- 
ment, than that offered to an Equal ; that 


the Puniſhment of Offences riſes in Pro- 


portion to the Dignity of the Perſon of- 


tended, and thence reflect, that their 


Crimes, though finite, are, with Regard 
to the tremendols Majeſty affronted by 
them, infinite, as he is ſo. By their fala- 
cious Way of arguing, what Crime, how- 
ever flagitious, can deſerve the Appellati- 
on of a Crime? Lying, Murder, Adultery, 
or of whatever Species, will come under 
the Heads of Paſſions or Scituation, that is, 
with Regard to the Condition or Circum- 
ſtance of the Criminal? But this is not 


the Dictates of Reaſon, which is a Ray of 
divine Wiſdom, and this Emanation de- 


claring againſt, not only the falſe Conclu- 
ſions, but the miſtaken Promiſes, is there- 
fore not liſtened to, 


Your 


ed the Praiſes of the Great. 


tad 


Your Exclamation, which moved my . 
Compaſſion for Mortals, who have it in 


their Power to be happy, yet chuſe to be 


miſerable ; cauſed me to defer the Promiſe 


I made you. You viewed me with Sur- 


prize; you confels'd the Beauty of my 
Form exceeded all that you had hitherto 
ſeen among Men. Know you what Morti- 
fication this has given me, who am diveſted 
of a brilliant Glory which as far exceeded 


what has caus'd your Aſtoniſnment, as the 
Sun in it's Meridian Height, in full blaze 
of Glory, ſurpaſſes the faint Glimmering, 
and reflected Light of the ſilent Moon, 
when over-clouded by the flying Scud, 
driven by boiſterous Winds, and thus partly 
veil'd from the anxious Mariner, who dreads 
the neighb'ring Coaſts, Heavens, cried I, 
what glorious Being muſt you then have 
been, fince in this Form, which to you ſeems 
deſpicable, your Radiancy gives Pain to 
Sight? Still add you to my Grief; but 
I forgive what cannot be deſign'd. Oh! 
had you ſeen me when I was unſpotted; 

or could a mortal Eye ſupport tne Glory 
of ſuch, who have retained their Innocence, 


with whom, 1 once (Unhappy I! that once, 


ſtrikes deep ) with equal Splendor, chant- 
L dare 
Alaſs ! Re- 


not ſpeak his Name. 


flection's vain, — it can only encreaſe my 
Grief 
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n, While they preſume upon 
the Mercies of God, they ought allo to 


remember another divine Attribute, his 


98 8 ; and when they think that finite 
rrors (to uſe the ſoothing Term, with 
which they deceive themſelves) cannot be 
puniſh'd eternally, they ſhould call to 
Mind, that an Inſult on a Sovereign 


Prince, is, among Mortals, looked upon 
as deſerving a much more ſignal Puniſn- 


ment, than that offered to an Equal; that 
the Puniſhment of Offences riſes in Pro- 
portion to the Dignity of the Perſon of- 


fended, and thence reflect, that their 
Crimes, «though finite, are, with Regard 


to the tremendous Majeſty affronted by 


them, infinite, as he is ſo. By their fala- 
cious Way of arguing, what Crime, how- 


ever flagitious, can deſerve the Appellati- 
on of a Crime? Lying, Murder, Adultery, 
or of whatever Species, will come under 


the Heads of Paſſions or Scituation, that is, 
with Regard to the Condition or Circum- 


ſtance of the Criminal? But this is not 


the Dictates of Reaſon, which is a Ray of 
divine Wiſdom, and this Emanation de- 
claring againſt, not only the falſe Conclu- 


ſions, but the miſtaken Promiſes, is there- 


fore not liſtened to. 


Tous 
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Your Exclamation, which moved my 


Compaſſion for Mortals, who have it in | 


their Power to be happy, yet chule to be 
miſerable ; cauſed me to defer the Promiſe 
J made you. You viewed me with Sur- 
prize; you confels'd the Beauty of my 


Form exceeded all that you had hitherto 


ſeen among Men. Know you what Morti- 
fication this has given me, who am diveſted 
of a brilliant Glory which as far exceeded 
what has caus'd your Aſtoniſhment, as the 
Sun in it's Meridian Height, in full blaze 
of Glory, ſurpaſſes the faint Glimmering, 
and refſected Light of the ſilent Moon, 
when over-clouded by the flying Scud, 
driven by boiſterous Winds, and thus partly 
veil'd from the anxious Mariner, who dreads 
the neighb'ring Coaſts. Heavens, cried I, 
what glorious Being muſt you then have 
been, ſince in this Form, which to you ſeems 
deſp icable, your Radiancy gives Pain to 
Sight? = Still add you to my Grief; but 
I forgive what cannot be deſign'd. Oh! 
had you ſeen me when I was unſpotted; 


or could a mortal Eye ſupport the Glory 
of ſuch, who have retained their Innocence, 


with whom, I once (Unhappy I! that once, 
ſtrikes deep ) with equal Splendor, chant- 
ed the Praiſes of the Great. L dare 
not ſpeak his Name. Alaſs! Re- 


flection's vain, — it can only encreaſe my 


Grief 


* 


4: 4 1 3 1 EA * 4 Ag - v 
——— ö — K . —— es moms» 8 — 
: b — nt mana en ere — 
— 9 Leng — A. " 
6 ——— : —— ˙ wm ˙ Q es RR. ro 
—— ba 
— —— ee L — — — 


(54) 


_ Grief, and call to mind the Happineſs I've 


loſt, Source ineffable of Mercy! thy De- 
erees arc juit, and polluted as I am, how 
ſhould 1 tremble in thy Preſence ! Nay, 


How could 1 tupport thy immediate Sight, 


knowing thy Wiſdom, my Igngrance ; 

thy Purity unſpeakable, my Offence in- 
ſupportable; thy Omnipotence, my No- 
thingneſs; thy ineffable Bounty, my de- 
teſtable Ingratitude ; ; you lament, faid I, 
an enyy'd State, if in every 'Thing elſe you 
are happy, as in your Form, your glorious 
Form, what Mortal would not with to be 
thus bleſſed? You judge, faid he of Happi- 
neſs, as blind Men of Colours. What you 
ſay, procecds from Ignorance. That Glory 
deſign'd you, if you perform the Con- 


ditions on which *tis promis'd, once ", - 


tain'd, will make you look on us with as 
great Contempt, as you now view me with 
Aſtoniſnment. Tis impoſſible to give you 
any Idea of what we were, and what we 
know we have loſt. When the Pride of the 
Arch Rebel made him fooliſhly as haugh- 


tily and ungratefully, think of diſputing 
the Throne of Omnipotency, and puffed up 


with the Gifts of his Creator, fancy h im- 
ſelf at leaſt his Equal, he drew over, or 
ſtaggered in their Faith of an eternal and 
almighty Power, Legions of Spirits by his 
aecurſed Eloquence, great delegated Power, 

and 


Foz 


and deceitful Accounts, for all were not 
privileged, as was this once glorious Spirit, 
to approach the Throne, and ſee Face to 
Face that tremendous Power, which to his 
| Perdition, and that of his Followers, he 
_ depreciated as limited, Some openly liſted 
under his Banners, and exulting, made the 
Space Infinite, reſound with the mad Cries 
of Liberty. Others, more covertly, held 
_ cloſe Intelligence with the Ignorant and 
preſumptive. Rebel, and thought to ſcreen 
them from the all-piercing Eye of the 
Almighty, however Rebels in their 
Thoughts; but, acting as they imagin'd 
with Precaution neceſſary. Others again, 
profeſs'd a Neutrality, and the laſt and 
leaft guilty, were ſuch, who, though they 
abhorred the Rebels Cauſe, ſeared his Pow- 
er, and doubted that of their Creator, tlie 
only Source of Power. I unhappily was 
one of theſe, and for our Diffidence, de- 
ſpoiled of Glory, baniſh'd the Realms of 
Light, and become contemptible in our 
own Eyes, by reflecting on that Brilliancy 
of which we are depriv'd ; nor will our 
Exile end till the laſt great Day. Howe'er 
eternal Mercy, pittying our Weakneſßs, has 
not ſubjected us to pain, excepting that 
which we ſuffer in reflecting on our Crime, 
which excuſed our Puniſhment of Depri- 
Wales and that Which ariſes from Com- 


paſſion, 


(59.3 
paſſion, We can range through the innu- 
merable World's produced by the Al- 
mighty Fiat; with reverential Awe we 
adore, we bleſs, we love the ineffable Deity; 
nay, for his Sake, we loye his Works. We 
love Mankind, and are aſſiſtant to them, 
by inſpiring ſuch Thoughts, and in ſo di- 
recting their Actions, if they will liſten to 
us, as make them act up to the Dignity of 
rational Beings, and ſecure their future 
Happineſs. Hence ariſe inceſſant Conflicts 
with the Infernal Spirits, and hence the 
Epithet is given us of Guardian Angels. 
The Glory of our Conqueſt, or the Shame 
of being overcome, depends on the Part 
Man takes. If he inèlines to us, and treads 
the Paths of Virtue, we exult, and the 
Evil Angel wings his Flight with Shame, 
with Rage and Envy: If he liſtens to the 
_—_ he mocks us in his Triumph, and 
e quit the Field with Grief. | 
TMfthioks {aid I, the Devil who convers d 
with me was very moral in his Reflections. 
He was ſenſible of the Influence, I, who have 
attended your Life from your Cradle, have 
over you. We are tliey who animate the 
Juſt in the Cauſe of Virtue, inſpire them 
Fortitude to bear Adverſity without Mur- 
muring, and Proſperity without Pride. 
The Reaſonings which Men are ſenſible of 
in their Minds, pro and con, when they 
meditate 
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meditate any 8 are the different 
Suggeſtions, from us and the accurſed Dæ- 
mon. We ſet before them, what is juſt, 
laudable, and not only tending to their 
future Happineſs, but muſt, while i in Life, 
afford them the inward Peace of Mind, 
| which is productive of an inceſſant Calm, : 
| and gains them, that ineſtimable Jewel, an 
| unfpotted Reputation. Our Adverſary ſets | 


_ . | to view preſent Advantages, Riches, Power, 


| worldly Reſpect, the Gratification of thei 
Paſſions, the Poſſeſſion of Beauty, the De- 
pendance of Crouds, with whatever may 


[flatter the Senſes, takes Care to draw a 


| Veil over the Bitterneſs, the Cares, the 
Anxieties, the Dangers, the Envy, the ha- 
tred and Contempt attending on the Proſ- 


perous Great, (which we as conſtantly ex- 


poſe to View) but urges the Example of . 
the World, and lays open to their Sight, 
the Pomp, the Care, the {ſwelling Titles, 
the glaring Equipage, the numerous Train 
of Attendants, the ſtately Pallaces, the 
magnificent Furniture, the abounding Plate, 
rich Jewels, noble and diverſified Gardens, 
Groves, ſhady Walks,. marble Fountains, 
painted in the moſt alluring Colours, en- 

compaſſed with extended Lordſhips. We 
ſhew the momentary Duration of theſe 

falfe Pleaſures; the fatal Conſequence of 
Poſſeſſions une; acquired, and perſuade 
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s | them to preferr Honour, Virtue, and a 
| bleſſed Futurity, to ſuch tranſitory falſe 
Pleaſures, which Conſcience will never let 
them enjoy, and are incompatible with their 
Peace of Mind. The Dæmons argue, that 
1 it is a Weakneſs to forego a preſent Good, 
Jl}; \f.aring, the Opinion of the World, a fear 
101 entirely groundleſs; for their Riches will 
ſupport their Reputation, and gain them 
Advocates, whereas the Poor, however Juſt, 
is ever deſpiſed, and is ever Friendleſs. 
That as to futurity, it is uncertain, and no 
prudent Man will loſe a preſent Good, for a 
pollible end. The various Opinions of learn- 
ed Men on a future State, is a Proof, that 
it has ever been a Doubt. Numbers reject 
it as the Dreams of Pocts, and others, as 
the Invention of Prieſts. Thus Men, as 
they think, argue within themſelves, when 
in Fact, 'tis a Conteſt between their friend- 
ly Genius and hoſtile Dæmon, to byaſs 
him in his Choice of Happineſs or Miſery. 
We are anxious for their eternal Welfare, 
and hope at the laſt Great Day, by the 
Interpoſition of infinite Mercy, having 
expiated our Crime, to be re-inftated in 
our former Blits, and to accompany the 
Juſt to the glorious Manſions of never-end- 
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15 ing Happineſs When he ſpake theſe 
rr Words, a viſible Pleaſure diffuſed itſelf o- 
11 = ver, and added {till greater Radiancy to 
nt his 
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reflected Brightneſs, till 
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his Countenance. I ſympathiz d in his 


Joy, and my Heart exulted in the aſſured 
Hopes of the Beatific Viſion. 


ſaid he, have entered into Particulars both 
of this Place and of it's Inhabitants, but 1 
find it muſt be'deferr'd to another Oppor- 


L would, 


tunity, which T know will be granted you, 
though I am ignorant why Silence is now 


_ enjoined me. However, turn to your left, 
you will ſoon meet with inſtructive En- 


tertainment. Saying this, he vaniſhed. I 
followed his Orders, and came up to a 


Garden, at the Door of which fat a blind 
Man, laughing till his Sides ſhook. Pray, 


Sir, ſaid I, adyancing towards him, if the 


Queſtion is not impertinent, w hat may be 


the Subject of your Mirth? Friend, ſaid 


he, firft tell me, have you your Eye- fight! 2 
Ves, faid I, Thanks to Heaven, — Thanks 


to Heaven! But indeed, ſaid he, we ought 


to thank Heaven for even Misfortunes. 
If you have any Senſe, get quit of your 
Eyes as ſoon as poſſible: PII lend you my 


Braſen Baſon, turn it ſo as to collect the 
Rays of the Sun, and then Saze on their 
I thank you 
Kindly, faid I, do you take me for a De- 
mocritus? He fell again into a violent 
Fit of Laughter: There are, ſaid he, a 
People living near the Alps, who are all 
8 by dun kite Snow-Water, e- 
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very one of them has a Bronchoncele, which 
they look upon as a ſignal Beauty, and 
pity ſuch who are not troubled with this 
Tumour of the Throat. So I warrant you 
think your Sight a mighty Bleſſing, and 

| _ pity the Blind, who are deliver'd from the 
Sight of a hundred thouſand Fopperies, 
WV hich would diſtract their Thoughts, and 
{/ — rob them of the Pleaſure of Meditation. 
1 What does my Antitheſis Heraclitus get 
C by bis Eyes, which his Pity turns into two 

| inexhauſtible Fountains of. Tears, but con- 
tinual Cauſe for Grief, by ſeeing on ane 
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111 Hand the Miſeries, on the other the. Fol- 
85 31 lies of Mankind, ſtupid and incorrigible, 


| i deſtin'd to die, and yet living as if i immor- 
THE tal: Ha, ha, ha! Before 1 parted With 
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| 1 | my Sight, how many. monſtrous Follies di- 
$8 13x verted me from myſelf, Spite of my fix'd 
© 118 Reſolution not to be moy'd by them. My 
27 ![158 Eyes coſt me too much too keep; they 
14 | were not only uſeleſs, but troubleſome 
Tit and deſtructive, by offering inceſſantly ri- 
1 diculous Objects, which diverted my Mind 
from tlie Inveſtigation of the Works of 
Nature. Fools thought me mad for, get- 
111 ting rid of ſuch dangerous Servants, but go 
144 and ask Hippocrates.— I perceived this 
' ' 1 was Democritus, nick-nam'd Gelaſinus; 
1 | but, continued he, I'll anſwer your 
11 Queſtion, by Laing another: How can | 
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you abſtain 8 Laughing, having, as you 
lay, your Eyes? But, Sir, {aid I, may! I 
ask, if you had any particular Subject for 
the merry Fit 1 found you in? An excel- 
lent, one. TyWo Men paſſing bye my Deor 
ſaluted me; one of them asked, if I had 


heard the Misfortune which had befallen 


Euctiauus? 1 anſwered, no. He has, re- 


plied the other, loſt his only Son, he died 
ſuddenly on the Morning he was to have 


been married. They paſſed on, and I could 
not forbear laughing heartily at the Folly 
of Euctianus, WhO, I had heard, not only 


ſettled an Eſtate on this Son (which by the 
Bye is giving the young Man a flow Poi- 
ſon) but alſo had built, and magnificently 


furniſhed for him (what Fools call) a ſtate- 


ly Palace, ftrong enough to laſt Ages, and 


yet he not only knew that this Son was 


mortal, but more, that he had but a pre- 


carious Tenure of his Life. Who can for- 
bear laughing at ſuch monſtrons Folly ! 


Nay, ice how one Folly begets another ; 
the old Block head is haſtening his own 
Death in Grief, though he knows 'tis as 
uſeleſs as I do: And what is the real Cauſe 
of this Grief? Why, truly, becauſe the 


Courſe of Nature is not altered or ſuſpend- 


ed on his Account, and that he is not 


exempted from the Calamities, Accidents, 


or Misfortunes, to which the reſt of Man- 
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